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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Sir: 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted pursuant to the duty 
of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56 in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§1.97 - 1.98 in 
connection with the above-identified application. 

Applicants respectfully request that the references cited herein and on the 
attached Form PTO/SB/08 A be considered in the present application and listed on the face of 
any eventuating patent. 

The following references were cited in the related co-pending European patent 
application no. EP 96 916 478.9-1238 and U.S. patent application no. 10/219,829. 
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The above items are listed on the Form PTO/SB/08A which accompanies this 
Information Disclosure Statement. In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(2), a copy of each 
listed foreign patent document and non-patent document is enclosed. German patent no. DE 
42 04 463 corresponds to United Kingdom patent no. GB 2 254 461 a copy of which is 
provided because it is in English. A translation of WO 94/18036 is also provided. 

In addition to the above listed references, the Applicants and the undersigned 
attorney wish to bring the following information to the Examiner's attention in connection 
with the examination of the above-captioned application. The following items are also listed 
on the Form PTO/SB/08A which accompany this Information Disclosure Statement. In 
accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(d), the references cited below are not being submitted along 
with this Information Disclosure Statement because each has been before the office in prior 
application no. 08/873,149, (the '149 application). Applicants will provide the Examiner 
with copies of the references upon request. 
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In the '149 application, a translation of foreign patent no. DE 32 34 538 Al 
was provided, and information from an electronic database pertaining to patent nos. DE 32 34 
539 Al, DE 33 09 802 Al, DE 33 20 721 Al, DE 33 09 802 C2, DE 34 07 469 Al, DE 35 32 
156 Al, DE 36 36 822 CI, FR 2 606 232, and FR 2 607 544 was provided. Patent no. EP 0 
103 790 corresponds to DE 32 34 538 Al, a translation of which was provided in the '149 
application. Patent no. DE 32 44 049 Al corresponds to GB 2 131 992 A. Patent no. DE 34 
07 436 Al corresponds to EP 0 154 019, and patent no. DE 34 07 469 Al corresponds to EP 
0 155 378. Patent no. DE 35 32 156 Al corresponds to US 4,723,121, patent no. DE 36 36 
822 CI corresponds to US 4,847,614, patent no. FR 2 606 232 corresponds to US 4,922,533, 
and ZA 89 08 225 corresponds to US 5,103,221. 
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